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The suggestion which I put forward to
the Government is that it should make
every endeavour to import galvanised iron
and galvanised Piping from Japan. to
unload it at the ports of Albany and
Esperance, and to backload the ships with
wheat and other Primary products. The
implementation of this suggestion would
reduce the costs to the primary industries,
and would assist in the decentralisation
of industry. As there is an economic tie
with Japan, now is the time to use it to
our advantage so as to break up the mo-
nopoly which exists.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Fletcher.

House adijourned at 8.43 p.m.

I!iilatue 'In unrit
Wednesday, the 9th August, 1967

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 P.m.. and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (18): ON NOTICE
SUPERPHOSP HATE

Non-delivery, and Aerial Spreading
1. The Hon. N. McNEfLL asked the Min-

ister for Mines:
Concerning the operation of the
superphosphate delivery plan in
19 66-67-

(1) (a) how many eases involving
non-delivery or late delivery
of superphosphate were re-
ferred to the hardship com-
mittee; and

(b) in what number of such cases
was action taken or recom-
mended by the committee,
and with what results?

(2) In the Proposed delivery plan for
1967-68, as no reference has been
made in advertisements to bulk
deliveries for aerial spreading,
what special arrangements, if any.
have been proposed or adopted
within the scheduled delivery
system to facilitate this method
of operation, and to avoid costly
return visits by aerial contrac-
tors?

The I-on. A. P. GRITnTH replied:
(1) (a) (b) Thirty-seven. Applica-

tions for Priority delivery
under the superphosphate
delivery Plan, considered
by the hardship commit-
tee, have been classed in
the category of non-de-
livery or late delivery. Of
these, 38 were approved
and one was not ap-
proved.

(2) The delivery plan provides for
each farmer to enter on a dis-
tributor's order schedule form his
requests by months for deliveries
covering all requirements October
to June inclusive. Prior to enter-
ing his order schedule the farmer
should contact his aerial spread-
ing operator to determine a
mutually acceptable spreading
time so that his bulk superphos-
phate can be requested in time for
spreading in one operation.

2. This question was postoned.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Cracks, and Danger fromn Road

Excavations
3. The Hon. F. J. S, WISE asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) Is the Minister aware that a sub-

stantial tonnage of sand, includ-
ing the surface soil and shrub
growth thereon, has in the last
few days slipped in the form of
a small landslide into the deep
cutting in front of Parliament
House?

(2) Is the Minister aware that cracks
are very noticeable in the steps
in the front of Parliament House.
in the Pavement near the doors,
in the face of the building at the
top level, and in sections of the
internal stairways?

(3) Is it the opinion of the Minister
and his advisers that the cavern-
ous cutting immediately below
Parliament House is not the cause
of the structural weakness?

(4) Is there a danger of more sub-
stantial falling of earth into the
cutting?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITrH replied:
(1) A relatively small quantity of

sand has slipped down the side
of the cutting. However, there is
no need for concern.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes. P.W.fl. Architectural Divi-

sion offiers have been aware for
some years of the cracks men-
tioned in question (2). 0ener-
ally they have been caused by
shrinkage of the base concrete to
which the various materials have
been fixed, as well as thermal
movements of the materials them-
selves. Periodic inspections have
been carried out and it is pro-
Posed to replace the cracked units
when it is considered shrinkage
has ceased.

(4) Until the Permanent concrete re-
taining walls are Placed in posi-
tion there will continue to be a
small movement of soil at the cut-
ting. It is certain that this move-
ment will not develop to the point
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where there could be any danger
to Parliament House or its en-
virons.

EDUCATION
Teachers: Number in Training

4. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Minis-
ter for Mines:
(1) How many prospective teachers

are at Present in training In the
Education, Department's teachers'
colleges?

(2) Of these, how many are under-
going three years of training?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) 1,866.
(2) An exact figure cannot be given as

this depends upon the successful
completion of the first Years of the
course. At present 609 are under-
going a course of three years or
more and it is possible that there
will be a further 293 when first-
year results are known.

FRUIT
Exports: Inspection Centres

5. The Hon. V. J. FERRY asked the Min-
ister for Mines:
(1) What circumstances must prevail

before the Department of Agricul-
ture will set up an inspection
centre for export fruit?

(2) Of each of the existing inspection
centres-
(a) where are they situated; and
(b) what quantity of fruit was

inspected over the last twelve
months?

(3) What Provision is made for the
Inspection of export fruit from
areas where no inspection centre
exists?

(4) What happens to fruit rejected
for export that is inspected at a
centre other than where the fruit
is grown?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFTH replied:
(1) Places are appointed for inspec-

tion by the secretary, Department
of Primary Industry, under the
Commonwealth Export (Fresh
Fruit) regulations. Approval is
conditional upon a minimum
estimated throughput, suitable
Packing shed construction, hy-
giene, lighting, etc., also the loca-
tion of the premises and the De-
partment of Agriculture's ability
to provide staff at these points.

(2) The quantity of fruit inspected is
not recorded, nor is it considered
permissible to divulge individual
throughput figures. The follow-
ing table indicates the number of

appointed places in districts and
the quantity of fruit exported:-

Number of
District Inspection Quantity

points Bushels
Hill Districts (Metro-

politen Region) 9 349,502
Donnybrook 6 689,592
Albany..........7 229,410
B'ldhtown 7 204,125

311.u ... ... 6 241,942
In addition to the above, inspection points are

located at the ports of Fremantle, B.n buy, ad
Albany.

(3) Fruit growers or their agents may
submit fruit for inspection at the
centres enumerated in (2) above.

(4) The fruit is treated according to
the growers' determination and
this may include regrading and
packing, irrespective of the area
of origin of the fruit.

RAPE AND ASSAULT CHARGES
Penalties, and Use of Birch

6. The Hon. J. M. THOMSON asked the
Minister for Justice:
(1) What is the maximum penalty for

rape?
(2) What is the maximum penalty for

assault (grievous bodily harm)?
(3) How many cases of-

(a) rape; and
(b) assault
have come before the courts for
the years 1960 to July, 1967?

(4) What were the totals for the three
years preceding 1960?

(5) What were the numbers of cases
of offenders--
(a) under the age of 21; and
(b) over the age of 21?

(6) What were the lengths of sentences
imposed upon the various offenders
relating to-
(a) rape: and
(b) assault?

(7)

(8)

Is the birch still retained within
the Criminal Code?
If the answer to (7) is "Yes," can
offenders be dealt with accordingly
for-
(a) rape; and
(b) assault?

(9) When was the birch last applied,
and what offence?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
I would ask that this question be
postponed as a considerable
amount of research is necessary
to obtain the answer for the
honourable member. In relation
to one of the questions, it will be
necessary to check every prison
file over a period of seven years
to ascertain the age of the con-
victed person. If the honourable
member could do without the
extent of this work I would be
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grateful, but if he decides it is
it is important for him to have
the information; I will get it for
him. However, it will take some
time.

HAY STREET
Establishment of Mall

7. The Hon. G. E. D). BRAND asked the
Minister for Town Planning:

Will the Government consider the
closure of Hay Street, Perth, with
barricades from William Street to
Barrack Street. between the hours
of noon and 2 p.m., Monday to
Friday, in order that it may be-
come a mall and enable customers
the opportunity of shopping with
greater freedom?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
In terms of the general body of
town planning legislation, the ini-
tial responsibility to plan, within
the framework of the metropoli-
tan region scheme, the details of
and to implement the detailed
Planning of municipal areas lies
with the responsible metropolitan
local authority. It is assumed that
the Perth City Council will in its
town planning Scheme, in the
course of preparation, bring for-
ward measures designed to im-
Prove the lot of the shopping
Pedestrian. I presume the Hay
Street mall will be under consid-
eration during the consideration
of this plan.

EDUCATION
Teachers: Resignations

8. The Hon. J. DOLAN asked the Minis-
ter for Mines:
(1) In the years ended the 30th June,

1966 and 1967, how many teachers
have resigned from the Education
Department?

(2) 0f these-
(a) How many did so because of

age, health, or family reason?
(b) How many have gone to pri-

vate industry not associated
with teaching?

(c) How many have joined teach-
ing services in other States?

(d) How many have gone or in-
tend going to teaching posi-
tions in other countries?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) The information available is in

calendar years only.
In 1965-536.
In 1966-513.

(2) The full information sought can-
not be supplied as teachers are
not required to submit reasons for
resignations.

The only details available are as
follows:-

Reason
Other~ Mar- mf Age Death not Total
Work dage health, 11. Dtflitoly

tirement known
1965 .... 19 264 2 31 6 214 536
1966 .... 13 191 3- 30 6 270 513

9 and 10. These questions were Postponed.

AIR TRANSPORT
Feeder Services: Introduction

11. The Hon. G. E. D. BRAND asked the
Minister for Mines:

Has any investigation been made
into the introduction of air feeder
services into various parts of the
State?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
No, but there has been a sugges-
tion that Laverton could be served
by a light aircraft service from
Kalgoorlie as an improvement on
the fortnightly service provided
by MacRobertson Miller Airlines
Ltd.
The Department of Civil Aviation
recently announced its agreement
to light aircraft being used on
regular services under certain con-
ditions, but no applications have
been received by the Transport
Commission.

EDUCATION
Kambalda: Transport of Children

to Kalgoorlie
12. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:
(1) Is it a fact that the Education

Department is giving consideration
to the transportation of the Kam-
balda children to Kalgoorlie via
Coolgardie?

(2) If so, what mileage would be in-
volved?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) and (2) No.

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE
Tribunal: Commencement Date

13. The H-on. E. Mv. HEENAN asked the
Minister for Local Government:
(1) Has a date yet been decided upon

when the Third Party Claims T'ri-
bunial will assume exclusive juris-
diction over motor vehicle claims
for damages?

(2) f so, what is the date?
(3) What procedure will ensue in re-

spect of actions which are com-
menced in the courts from now
on until such date?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:
(1) and (2) No. but not before the

tribunal occupies its new premises,
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approximately the end of Septem-
ber, 19671.

(3) The Supreme Court will finalise
every writ issued out of that court
until the date that the tribunal
assumes exclusive jurisdiction over
third party claims.

ROADS
Cocklebiddy-Rawlinnft: Upgrading

14. The Hon. Rt. H. C. STUI3BS asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to my question
on the 12th October, 1965, relat-
ing to the survey and preparation
of the track from Coclebiddy to
Rawlinna, will the Minister advise
what stage has been reached by
the Main Roads Department in its
consideration of a proposal for up-
grading this road, and whether
any decision has been reached re-
garding the allocation of funds
for this work?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
As part of its plan to improve the
track between Cocklebiddy and
Rawlinna the section of the road
as far as Arubiddy homestead-
a distance of 18 miles--has been
reformed.
Further Improvement works on
the section north from the home-
stead will be put in hand as fin-
ances for this relatively low prior-
ity work can be made available.

Workmen: Provision of Yellow Jackets
15. The H-on. 0. E. D. BRAND asked the

Minister for Mines:
Will the Main Roads Department
adopt the use of bright coloured-
such as yellow--coats or shirts,
by road workers, as a protection
against injury from approaching
traffic: and also recommend the
same to all local authorities in the
State?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
The department is currently in-
vestigating the use of distinguish-
ing clothing and, if the experi-
ment proves satisfactory, an issue
will be made to all road workers
when working in locations involv-
ing substantial traffic movement
and poor visibility.
We will keep local authorities in-
formed of the results of this ex-
periment.

RAILWAY EMPLOYEES
Protective Head Covering

16. The Hon. 0. E. D). BRAND asked the
Minister for Mines:

Will the Minister explain why
railway workers, who encounter
hazardous situations during the
course of their employment, such

a riding on open trolleys, are not
required to wear some protective
head covering?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Protective head covering is pro-
vided for some classes of railway
employees working under and
about cranes where there is a risk
of falling objects.
With regard to employees riding
on trolleys it has been found from
experience that little or no risk
is involved and the need for pro-
tective head gear has not arisen.

LIQUOR
Sunday Trading: Amending

Legislation
17. The Hon. 0. E. D. BRAND asked the

Minister for Mines:
Will the Government give con-
sideration to amending the
Licensing Act which governs the
supply of two bottles of liquor on
Sundays, to read clearly "two
bottles of beer." and so clarify
the Position which is not clearly
understood by many country
authorities?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
This matter is receiving consid-
eration.

ROADS
Planning of Highways to Skirt Towns

18. The Hon. 0. E. D). BRAND asked the
Minister for Mines:

With future highway planning,
will the Minister give considera-
tion to the highway skirting a
town rather than going through
it, as in other parts of Australia
and the world?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Yes, where the conditions justify
such action. For example, firm
plans for a major bypass of Bun-
bury have been prepared. How-
ever, many local authorities are
not in favour of bypassing coun-
try towns.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 8th August,
on the following motion by The Hon. F.
D). Willxott:-

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver to Parliament:-

May it Please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
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Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. J1. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[4.57 p.m.]: We must all feel that it is
pleasant to be back in these surroundings
with the fellows whom we have learned
to know: but at the same time I think
there is a shadow cast over us because
of the absence of the two members who
are unable to attend.

Today I will attempt to have a good
look at the hospital and medical situa-
tion in Western Australia. It is interest-
ing that a number of us have discussed
this question amongst ourselves, and we
all feel that an overall examination of
the medical and hospital services in
Western Australia should be undertaken.
What I will have to say today will be
limited to the metropolitan area because
it would take a long time and would weary
members in this House if I were to go
through the needs of the whole country.

This happened last time!

Point of Order
The Hon. 0. C. MacKIIINON: Mr.

President, I am unable to answer the lion-
ourable member at this time. His speech
will be read by me, and I do not think
there is any need to note the fact that I
happen to look away while the honourable
member is making his speech.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Hislop may pro-
ceed.

Debate (an motion) Resumed

The Hon. J. G. HISLoDP: Let me start by
saying that I have noted the views ex-
pressed by a number of my colleagues. I
have noted the arrangements being made
by the State council, in which there is
apparently a good deal of merit. However,
it would take more explanation than was
given in the paper to understand whether
it is intended that the specialist shall be
asked to practice in certain areas, or-
which I hope is the answer-that there
will not be a wastage of very costly
material in many hospitals.

If it is possible to supply a cardiology
unit in one hospital and have it operating
satisfactorily, and some other unit Placed
in another hospital, that might be suitable.
I realise, too, that in Western Australia
we have to limit the quantity of extrava-
gant material and equipment which is
likely to be available in the future.

We in the profession feel that the in-
vestigation by the State council calls for
more than is contemplated in the article
or the pamphlet sent to us, and I presume
to all members engaged in clinical activi-
ties at the Royal Perth Hospital. I do not
know whether it went beyond that. How-
ever, we believe that more than is con-
templated should be investigated, and
certainly an independent chairman is
warranted In an investigation of this sort.

(9)

I am not holding it against the three
people who have been nominated, but I
believe they each have their own views
about the organisation of our medical ser-
vices, and I am of the opinion that some-
one who has an overall knowledge and
complete picture, not only of the Royal
Perth Hospital but also of other big hos-
pitals-such as someone from the Eastern
States-should take the chairmanship,
and that this would be a wiser move.

I now want to have a word about the
shortage of beds and I think the State
should know what is happening so far as
this aspect of our hospitals is concerned.
It is almost impossible to go to the Mount
Hospital, or to the St. John of God Hos-
pital and say, "May I have a room for a
sick patient?" because there are no rooms
available. Very often one finds two
patients in what would normally be a
single room. In my own particular case,
in the last 10 days I have tried to extem-
porise for three people who were deserving
of hospital attention.

It might be possible to find hospital
accommodation for these people in the
smaller hospitals; but those institutions
may not have the necessary equipment. I
doubt very much whether any beds have
been added at the Mount Hospital, or to
the St. John of God Hospital. for many
Years: and we seem to have reached the
stage where we simply have to accept the
fact that these days one cannot expect to
enter a hospital of one's choice on the day
of one's choice. Anybody who rns a hos-
pital knows that it is not possible to run
it efficiently when every bed in the Place
is constantly occupied. The beds and mat-
tresses have to be cleaned-normal hygiene
has to be observed and that is not Possible
if every bed is occupied for the whole time.

This is something we have to look at
very closely because if the position con-
tinues for much longer we will be in
difficulties, and we would need only the
slightest epidemic to cause a disaster.

The Ron. H. K. Watson: 'Crisis" is the
word.

The Hon. J. 0. HIBLOP: May be. The
Position may even reach that stage; and
if we had a violent outbreak of some
infectious disease in the community we
would be in very great difficulties.

Let us have a look at some of the other
hospitals. I found recently that the short-
age of beds in the Royal Perth Hospital is
much the same as it has been for some
time and I inquired as to how many pen-
sioners were lying in the hospital awaiting
treatment. I was told that the Percentage
of bed usage by these pensioners was 50.05
per cent, of the total beds. That is a very
large number to be held in a teaching
hospital; and when we realise that there
Is another class of citizen coming into the
pension field, and it is estimated by the
Royal Perth Hospital that that figure
might be another 15 per cent. for pen-

209
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sioners requiring treatment: and In addi- and the Pensioners are treated on that
tion 10 to 15 per cent. would be required
for motorcar accident cases, we can see
that this hospital could develop into one
catering for pensioners and accident cases
to the extent of 75 per cent. of the beds
available.

The east of this treatment to the State
is enormous. I have no objection to pen-
sioners, because in the last seven or eight
years I have lived among them doing cer-
tain medical work, anid many of them are
fine people who have not had a rosy path
to tread; but I do think something is out
of gear when they are occupying 50 to 60
per cent. of the beds available at the Royal
Perth Hospital. I cannot imagine that all
these people are in need of specialised
treatment, and those who visit that hos-
pital are specialists. There are a few
general practitioners who visit the hospital
and a number of residents and registrars
are being educated in the field of medicine
at that institution; but in the main those
visiting are specialists. There seems to be
an idea that a certain number of pen-
sioners should be held in the hospital, and
I have no objection to that if the cases
concerned are such that they can be used
for teaching and demonstration purposes.

However, it is a difficult situation be-
cause the Commonwealth Government
grants the hospital $5 a day for the treat-
ment of each Pensioner, and the cost of
the hospital is estimated at $20 per bed
per day. Therefore the Present Position
could mean a considerable expense to our
own State; because people who are occupy-
ing 50 per cent, of the beds cannot be
called upon to pay the full cost of the
Royal Perth Hospital training and care.

If we were to build geriatric units at-
tached to hospitals, at least we would lower
the cost of the care of these patients be-
cause the State would not be called upon
to pay the extra $15 per day required to
maintain each pensioner. The cost of $20
per bed per day is for a teaching hospital
and not for an institution such as that
at Osborne Park or Bentley. I inquired
about the position at Osborne Park be-
cause at one stage I was doubtful whether
the Commonwealth paid for the care of
pensioners who were in that particular in-
stitution, but I found that the $5 per day
is paid just the same and the State Gov-
ernment pays the rest of the cost of treat-
ing the pensioner. It would be interesting
to know the difference in costs for those
hospitals as compared with the Royal
Perth Hospital.

If we look at the Fremantle Hospital
we find that there is a different situation
altogether. Approximately 54 per cent, of
the patients at that hospital are bed
Patients and another 30 per cent. are in
ward beds, which makes a total of 84 per
cent.; but apparently at no time does that
hospital have more than 20 to 25 per cent.
of its beds occupied by pensioners. This is
brought about because it is a day hospital

basis. This relieves the hospital of a tre-
mendous expense.

If this sort of treatment can be given at
one hospital surely it can be given at other
hospitals; and when we realise that the
Royal Perth Hospital has cost the State
millions of dollars, and some of its vast
equipment is not being used, it is obvious
that we are adding considerably to our
hospital expenditure. My suggestion is that
we have an inquiry into this aspect and I
am presenting facts and figures, which 1
have received from an authentic source, to
support my argument; because I believe
the present position cannot continue.

If Pensioners and accident cases take
up 60 per cent. or more of the beds in the
Royal Perth Hospital the situation, so far
as training students is concerned, becomes
extremely difficult. There are a great many
complications and these must be looked at
carefully to see what can be done to over-
come the Problems. The cost of medicine
and hospital care is rising to such a degree
that it is almost impossible for people to
insure themselves to cover the cost, and,
therefore, they have to take a risk and
many of them will probably not enter
hospitals when they could really be treated
very much better there.

I would like to be given an assurance
that some facilities and bed patients will
be made available for training students,
because it does not seem to me that they
will be able to receive adequate training
when 75 per cent. of the beds at the Royal
Perth Hospital are occupied by pensioners
and victims of road accidents. I suppose
there are 900 beds at the hospital-includ-
Ing the annexe at Shenton Park-so that
'75 Per cent. represents a large number.
Proper education must be given to the
young men and women who are entering
the medical Profession and I would like to
know what is going to happen about their
training in view of the figures I have just
quoted.

As regards the Profession, our teaching
in this State is Possibly of the highest
order obtainable in Australia, although
one must realise that we have not got ultra
specialist staff such as they have in the
Eastern States. Despite this our young
people are being well trained. But how
many beds are available for this work?

it is. possible some scheme of this kind
has been introduced at the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital, where I have frequently
seen numbers of students, residents, and
registrars doing the rounds with the pro-
fessors and readers. That is an arrange-
ment which could be implemented. When
I mention the figure of 75 per cent. it
should be realised that the faculty does
not undertake training in ophthalmology
or ear-nose-and-throat treatment; there-
fore more beds are to be provided. The
number available is creeping down slowly
but gradually and the position has be-
come quite alarming to most of us.
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When I qluery where the teaching should
come from I should point out that certain
conditions are attended to specially at
various hospitals. For instance, at St. John
of God Hospital there is a first-class set of
radiological instruments. Quite often when
I visit that hospital in the early morning
I go, to the radiological department to see
what the films reveal. On one occasion the
radiologist said it was a waste of his skilled
knowledge to be there, because he has not
seen a student there. If it could be ar-
ranged to have five to 10 students attend
the radiological department they would
find out exactly what was happening -to a
patient, by having demonstrated to them
what was revealed by the films. That is
one important aspect of teaching, and
opportunities such as this should not be
missed,

In the last seven or eight years I have
spent a considerable amount of time
amongst pensioner patients, and I have
come to know their character and outlook.
J am aware of their difficulties. At the
Shen ton Park Annexe there are pensioner
patients who cannot leave the institution,
because they have nowhere to go and no-
body to look after them. This sort of
situation will worsen. A wise overall
examination of the situation that the
State now faces in this direction should
be undertaken.

One other matter I wish to raise is this:
it has been said -time after time, Particu-
larly by the members of the pro-
fession who look after the out-patient
department, that the position is becoming
chaotic. Very often the Patients have to
wait hours for treatment. Only last week
one physician told me that sometimes he
gets four to eight new cases in an after-
noon, and these are cases which he had
not previously seen. To overhaul patients.
a consulting physician can attend to no
more than four to five cases in half a day,
if they are to be fully examined. Not only
do these physicians have four to eight new
cases to attend to, but they have also to
attend to other patients who come for
treatment and for forms for drugs.

A person attending the out-patient de-
partment has to pay $2 a visit. I cannot
understand why people go to the out-
patient department and pay that fee, when
they can visit their own general practi-
tioner and have the cost of the visit re-
funded by a hospital benefits society. I
do not know the reason, or why the out-
patients have to wait so long.

Some arrangement could be made--if it
is decided to establish geriatric sections-
to provide small units to take the weight
off the major and the teaching hospitals.
We could ask the general practitioners to
look after this type of patient, and Possibly
arrange for a rotating teem of physicians
to visit the patients and give them a
specialist's overhaul. In that way many
more beds would be available at the lips-
pitals.

This is one aspect which must be
attended to in the near future and I
think the general practitioners could help
very considerably in this matter. All
members of the profession should take a
hand in devising an arrangement such as
the one I have mentioned, in order to
remove the causes for concern by the
individual, by the physicians, and by the
general practitioners.

One thing I accuse the profession and
the hospitals of doing is the building of a
kingdom, Everybody seems to want his
particular building to be made bigger and
bigger. In this State this sort of thing
cannot go on, because there is not the
wealth to enable it to be done. What is
more, it is inessential.

Let me give one example. The Common-
wealth implemented a rehabilitation sys-
tern for those who were ill, out of 'work,
or on invalid pensions. This meant that
anybody receiving unemployment benefit.
sickness benefit, or an invalid pension
could be admitted to the rehabilitation
centre either as an out-patient or as an
in-patient. That was done to determine
whether such patients could be rehabili-
tated into the community, to take on em-
ployment. Anyone who has been amongst
patients of this sort will be aware that
once they are capable of filling a position
their whole personality becomes altered.

Almost every medical organisation has
started to provide the same sort of facili-
ties as the Melville Rehabilitation Centre
provides. A good deal of money has been
spent in this direction at the Shenton
Park Annexe. I realise the Public Health
Department deserves to have such a centre,
but I am certain an arrangement could be
arrived at by the three bodies I have men-
tioned to provide a useful set-up.

I do not know what happens at the
Shenton Park Annexe as regard charges,
but I do know the Position at the Com-
monwealth Rehabilitation Centre because I
have attended there for seven or eight
years. I know that a person who is in
receipt of a pension-whether it be an
invalid pension, a sickness benefit, or un-
employment benefit-is eligible to be taken
in as a day boarder or a full boarder with-
out cost.

I am not at all certain whether some of
the inmates at the Shenton Park Annexe
are not feeling the financial burden. This
would not apply if they could be
made fit enough to be discharged
early. A very useful combination could be
made of the three bodies, because there is
the trained staff at the Melville centre
who have attended to these cases for years.
Physiotherapists and almost everything
that is required are available. This situa-
tion should be looked into as a matter of
urgency. If it is, I am certain something
very real would come out of the discus-
sions.
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One development which many members
of the profession dislike is the movement
of the State into pathological investiga-
tions by requesting medical practitioners
from all over the State to send samples
and tests to the pathological laboratory at
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. It has
been whispered abroad there is an inten-
tion to build a large pathological labora-
tory, but I would like to be told this is
incorrect. There is no reason why the
State should move into this field of work.
We already have three teams of members
of the profession who are capable of hand-
ling pathology. It is all very well for a
large hospital, like Royal Perth or Sir
Charles Galrdner, to have its own patho-
logical sections, but I can see no reason
why the State should try to enter into the
medical business by forming pathological
organisations. There is a, good deal of ill
feeling on this matter amongst the mem-
bers of the profession.

I trust that what I have put forward
will stir up some enthusiasm to bring
about an investigation, so that we can see
where we are going. I make it quite clear
to this House that if something of this sort
is not done then very soon we will be in
dire straits. The sooner the proposed
investigation is undertaken the better for
all concerned. The investigation cannot
be completed overnight; and it must not
be a short investigation. It should be un-
dertaken over a period of at least three
months and it should not he con-
ducted by any active member of the
profession in this State. Someone who
has been associated with hospitals all his
life, from a medical aspect, should be
secured for this task. There are some men
in the Eastern States who are only too
willing to help In this direction, to bring
us up to the stage where we should be.

One of the causes which has brought about
the present state of affairs is that Western
Australia was a bit young, as a State, at
the time to have established a medical
school. We had no realisatlon of what the
association of the profession with the fac-
ulty would bring forth. There was a cer-
tain amount of disruption, but I am glad
to see it has decreased considerably from
month to month.

In the investigation I have proposed
there must be no leaning to one side. The
general picture must be looked at in an
overall manner. What we should do is to
obtain the services of someone from out-
side of Western Australia; and we should
select one from those who have been serv-
ing the community for many years. There
are men available in the Eastern States
to give us the required advice.

To move to another topic altogether, I
would again like to question whether the
fine of $250 is anything like a deterrent
to a man who drinks alcohol. I do not
think It is, The number of drunk drivers
has increased to something like 400-odd
for the year and I wonder whether we

should not have another look at this
matter.

I was quite interested to read in the
newspaper this morning the beliefs of
one woman. If members compare what
she wrote with what I said when the Bill
to provide for the increased fines was
brought down, they will find our remarks
were very similar, almost word for word.
I stated that the Increased fines would not
stop alcoholism and it has been demon-
strated that the $250 fine has not had a
deterrent effect because the numbers are
increasing. This woman in her letter
said, very rightly, that the increased fine
would only affect the lives of the children
of those men, because the man who tends
to drive after having consumed more
alcohol than he should consume is not
usually a man who is able to spend large
sums of money on his family. The wife
and children go without while we play
around, not having grown up as adults
and trying to do what we can to solve
the problem. This matter has to be taken
just as seriously as anything else I have
said today.

The Hon. Rt. -F. Hutchison: Why not
reduce the alcoholic content.

The Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: If it could be
done. There is aL lower percentage in
America. I would like to know whether
any investigation has been made into the
homes of these men to ascertain Just
what happens in regard to the deprivation
of food and comfort for their families. If
there is any at all we should reduce the
fine immediately and have another look
at what we can impose as an alternative
punishment.

While on the subject of alcohol, I would
like to raise the matter of the age at
which young people should be permitted
to drink. I felt Quite sorry the other day
when I read that a boy of 19-odd had
been fined for drinking. I think he was
in a hotel bar or something of the sort.
I wonder whether we realise how society
has changed in the last few years. if
members take their minds back to the
time when they were young, they will
recall that alcohol would not be men-
tioned in the home if there were a party.
The habit of drinking has grown as a
basis of social life, and now that it has,
we are trying to beat it back by fining
youngsters and other people. This does
not make sense.

We never saw a motorcar in our young
days. I remember the first one I saw
was owned by a doctor, and a man was
walking in front of it waving a red flag
indicating that the vehicle was quite all
right. However, nowadays we have hun-
dreds of thousands on the road. I won-
der how much we as a body should study
this problem from a psychological view-
point and realise what we are doing. We
are not succeeding. The $250 fine for
drnk driving is quite obviously a failure.
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I said that this would be the result last
time I spoke. I spoke against the amend-
ment at the time and I think something
has to be done about the present situa-
tion.

Perhaps a Select Committee should be
appointed to ascertain a solution to the
problem. It has been suggested that the
offender should be deprived of the use
of his vehicle for longer periods. Others
say that that is as bad as imposing a
heavy fine, but that is not really the case.
I feel that on the whole a number of
those concerned would respond to an
approach by a psychologist. If we could
find a solution to the Problem we would
elevate ourselves as a thinking House, but
we have not achieved much in the last
two or three years in regard to the con-
trol of what is now a social habit.

Boys and girls who have never been
allowed to touch alcohol in their own
homes avail themselves of the first oppor-
tunity when they are about 18 to find
out what it tastes like, and what it does
to them. I know of one family in which
the mother and father were very know-
ledgeable about wines and alcohol but
their son was never allowed to have any.
However, this idea did not work. Fortu-
nately, though, the boy had enough sense
when on his own to realise the folly of
drinking to excess; but this is not so In
every similar case.

I think we are on the wrong track
entirely. We must consider what the youth
of today want and see if we cannot help
them in some sphere of activity which
will eliminate the problem of drink. We
must not just sit back and believe that
everything will be all right if we impose
a fine of $250. That is not working.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That was
never the suggestion, of course.

The Hon.
it appears
I have met
ascertained

J. 0. HISLOP: That is how
to the man in the street.

one or two of them and have
their attitude.

I have a letter here but I do not intend
to read the whole of it. This very nice
old lady wrote to me and asked me to
Plead with the Premier concerning a
rise In pensions. A portion of the letter
reads-

I am writing to ask if you would
please help to have the superannua-
tion for those People like ourselves on
the lowest Payments increased without
waiting until the end of the year. The
cost of living is forever going up,
but during the Past 12 years we have
only had an increase of 7Is. 6d. per
week.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is a Corn-
mionwealth matter.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: To continue-
During that time rents alone have

gone up by big increases. Today our
superannuation payment is only worth

about E1 6s. per week Because we are
married our age pension is only £5 15s.
each per week.

I might add that her husband is very il1
indeed. I am quoting that letter and ask-
ing for a further investigation of the situa-
tion. From year to year increases have
been granted, and this is just a plea on
behalf of this woman in order that the
matter might be brought to the notice of
the House.

THE HON. Rt. F. HUTCHISON (North-
East Metropolitan) [5.39 pm.]: I will not
be speaking for very long, but I would like
to make a suggestion in connection with
alcohol, the subject with which Dr. Hislop
has just been dealing. We seem to be
talking around the question, but no-one
seems to want to advocate a reduction in
the alcoholic content of our beer. Some
pressure should be brought to bear on the
breweries to induce them to produce a
drink which will not have the same dis-
astrous results as the alcohol at present
on the market.

It is true that the social habits of to-
day encourage young people to drink, and
this is one of the main causes of the con-
tinuing increase in drunkenness. An-
other factor is the motorcar. With the
aid of a motorcar, access to alcohol and
crime becomes much easier. Often young
people go out for the evening-and I have
seen this frequently in the area in which
I live-obtain a few bottles of alcohol,
only to end up in disaster.

This is indeed a grave problem and
one which the community at large should
have brought to its notice in an endeavour
to find a solution. If men, in their own
interests, can think out ways and means
of preventing other things, I believe they
should be able to find a reasonable way
to prevent youths having such easy access
to alcohol. If this is achieved, many of
the tragedies occurring in our community
will be avoided.

Dealing now with a Problem in my own
constituency, I want to protest about the
fumes which are being experienced in
Bayswater and Bassendean. I was re-
turning from Midland last Sunday and
saw a thick column of yellow smoke in
the distance. When I was in the near
vicinity, the fumes burnt my throat. I
think it is time that some action was taken
to stop factories allowing such fumes to
escape into the atmosphere. There should
be some way to control the situation. At
times it is a misery to drive through Ash-
field and Bassendean. so goodness knows
how much the local residents are suffer-
Ing.

The Bon. G. C. MacKinnon: Which fac-
tory?

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: There is
more than one, but Cresco is one of them.

The Ron. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you
know that that company is rebuilding?
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It is engaged in a rebuilding programme
which it is hoped will reduce the problem
considerably.

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: I hope it
will. It affected me and I thought at the
time there was every reason for the comn-
plaints which I had received about the
matter. I am glad to hear that some-
thing is to be done, but it should be done
quickly. There should be some legislation
to Protect People from this kind of thing
in the future and to ensure that factories
consider the health of the people in the
locality.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That is
catered for under the Clean Air Act.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: I am glad
to hear that. I know what happens and
I was a sufferer on Sunday. I also want
to bring to the attention of the Govern-
ment the overway near the Bayswater
station, in the hope that something will
be done about that.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Do you mean
the subway?

The Hon. R. F. HUJTCHISON: Yes. This
is a matter of urgency and I hope it will
be seen to promptly because I have been
approached about the matter on many
occasions.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: That will be
attended to with the extension of the
standard gauge.

The Hon. R. F. HUITCHISON: How
long will that be?

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Next year I think.
The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: The

Poisoning of animals is something that
must be stopped also. The laying of
Poisonous baits is causing a lot of distress.
It is cruelty in its worst form. I want
to ask the Police Department, through the
Minister, whether some steps could be
taken to put a stop to the practice, be-
cause it is also very dangerous to children.
A dog at the house next door to mine was
Poisoned some time ago and I know just
what distress such an occurrence creates.
It is a cruel sadistic crime and I think
the appropriate authority should take
more heed of the situation and do some-
thing in order that it might be prevented.

Late as it is. I intend to make a protest
about fluoridation to which I am absolutely
opposed. I consider it is a great mistake
to introduce fluoride into our water sup-
plies. I sincerely hope, if the Government
changes, the decision to fluoridate will be
altered, because I do not think fluoride is
needed in the water supply. In company
with many people, I am of the opinion
that fluoride is harmful to some old
People who are suffering from certain dis-
abilities. Any Government which intro-
duces fluoridation and imposes it on a
community is not worthy of the name of
Government. I wish to register my pro-
test about it.

I am not at all influenced by all the
nonsense which is talked about in con-
nection with Cue. Cue has been mentioned
on several occasions, but I have said many
times before in this House that the
fluoridation at Cue is natural fluorida-
tion. I lived in Day Dawn and by the
time I was 23, and the mother of two
or three children. I did not have a tooth
left in my head. I am much happier with
a dental plate than with my own teeth.
The water at Cue was the first water I
drank so I know what I am speaking about.

Another matter which concerns me is
an article which appeared in the paper
under the heading, "Baby's Birth Means
Gaol For mother." Evidently this woman
is a kleptomaniac, but I consider that if
a woman is pregnant she should be given
some other treatment by the Government.
I do not mean she should be excused for
having committed an offence or a crime
against the community. I mean the Gov-
ernment should provide some place to
which this woman can go, because a
woman who is bearing a child Should not
be put into gaol.

There should be a place in the commun-
ity to which women in similar circum-
stances can go and do useful work while
they are kept in captivity; but I empha-
sise that they should not be placed in gaol.
Quite frankly our gaols are a disgrace to
any enlightened community and I think an
article which appears under the heading,
"Baby's Birth Means Gaol For Mother" is
a disgrace, because it refers to an unborn
child. When this child is born it will grow
up in the conmmunity and may hear about
the article later on. This is not a Christian
way of living. No pregnant woman should
be gaoled.

As I have said, there should be some
special place where this woman can be
helped and rehabilitated into the commun-
ity. I am not making the excuse that be-
cause she is bearing a child, this Might be
the cause of her crime. I do not think
that, but I do think the Government
should look into the things it does in the
community. The problem should be con-
sidered in a wider sense instead of just
thinking of punishment and putting people
like this into gaol.

I believe the Government intends to
erect some new buildings and, indeed, it
is talking about that now. I want to see
the Reception Home for Children in Mt.
Lawley the first building erected under any
plan which the Government has.

The H-on. L. A. Logan: That is what we
are doing.

The Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: If ever
there is a disgrace to the community, it is
that home. I know a family who, through
no fault of their own, were taken there.
The mother had died and the father was
dying and it was necessary to place the
children in the home. I was horrified
when I saw the conditions under which the
welfare officers have to work, and also
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when I saw where the children were ac-
commodated. It must be a terrible shock
to their minds and constitutions to be put
into a place such as that. They have
come from a home at least, even though it
might not have been the best of homes. I
urge the Government to take notice of my
remarks when I say that this is one of the
first places which should be attended to
under any building programme.

I want to end my remarks by paying a
compliment to the Government. I read
with interest and pleasure of the promo-
tion of Miss Ethel Scott. I have worked
very closely with Miss Scott at times and
she is one of the finest women I have
ever known. It gave me great pleasure to
see that she had been promoted to inspec-
tor in the women's police section. Her
promotion has been well earned and I con-
gratulate her on her success. She is a
valuable person who helps those who are
interested in the guidance and rehabilita-
tion of wayward youth, and many people
have gratitude in their hearts for her wise
counsel and guidance. This is not some-
thing I have made up or read. I have
seen it going on, and Miss Scott is a credit
to any community and to the women police
in Western Australia, She deserves all the
credit which one could give her. As a
woman I want to make that point in
Parliament. I am not making it from
any party outlook, but just because there
are women who deserve credit for the
work they are doing and Miss Scott is one
of them.

THE HON. C. R. ABBEY (West) [5.50
P.m.]: In my contribution to the Address-
in-Reply, I will make a brief reference to
town Planning and a considerable refer-
ence to veterinary services. Firstly, I would
like to congratulate The H-on. F. D. Will-
mott for his contribution on opening day.
It was very much to the point and I en-
joyed his discourse.

Today we enjoyed the opportunity to
attend a church service at St. George's
Cathedral. I was very Pleased to be one
of the parliamentarians who had the oppor-
tunity to attend. I sincerely hope we will
be much better for the discourse which was
given to us by the Reverend Father E. J,
Storman, $4J., Mv.A.. the Rector of Saint
Thomas More College. The fact that we
attended a service at which church unity
was evident Pleases me a great deal. We
need church unity in Australia-and in the
world for that matter-and its evidence at
such an important service is very pleasing
to me personally, as I amn sure it is to all
other members. I would like to congrat-
ulate you, sir, and the Speaker from an-
other place on your participation, and the
dignity with which you endowed the
service.

The subject very much under discussion
at the moment Is town planning and the
ring road system. Personally, I strongly
believe the Government is on the right
track in its attempt to control our present

traffic needs and to do something for the
future. I believe it would ill-become the
Government to accede to a request which
emanated from a meeting held in Perth
on Monday, the 7th August. 1967, and at-
tended by 200 people who asked the Gov-
ernment to appoint a Select Committee to
examine town planning matters anid, in
particular, the Freeway system. In my
opinion, at this stage it would be most un-
wise to stop the work, as was advocated
by these people, on our Freeway system
and on the approaches to the Narrows
Bridge on the grounds which they put
forward.

It is obvious that such an inquiry would
unduly delay the work and would probably
create a situation whereby this delay would
mean that extreme pressure would be put
on the existing road systems, Should this
happen, the Government would be In a pos-
ition whereby much greater criticism would
be levelled than Is the case at the present.

I make my personal position quite clear.
Despite a great deal of criticism which has
been levelled at our engineering consult-
ants and town planners, I consider they are
doing a very worth-while job. The
Premier, who is the leader of our party, has
demonstrated that when a good case can
be made out, a position will be re-examined.
An example of this concerns the reclama-
tion of the Swan River along the fore-
shore to allow a link from the Narrows.
Bridge to the Causeway.

I express the opinion that we must go
on and the Government should not be side-
tracked by a small number of people. It is
a very small number when one takes into
account everybody who is concerned In
these matters.

It is interesting to note what people
from other States think of some of the
developments in Western Australia. I have
here a cutting from the Brisbane Courter
Mail of September, 1965, which was sent to
me by a friend who was very pleased to see
a report of some of our progress. The
article is by a reporter. Arthur Richards,
who at that time was visiting interstate
capitals to compare them with Brisbane.
This is his first report and it is on Perth.
it has a large heading, "Perth building
freeways NOW." I stress the "now." The
article carries a picture of the Mitehell
Freeway and Narrows interchange. I will
read briefly from this report as I do not
intend to weary the House with the whole
article. It says in Part-

Perth.-
Whatever became of slow, beautiful.

quiet old Perth, sitting out here among
its wildflowers and gently cursing the
rapacious Eastern States?

It is slow and quiet no longer. Sud-
denly, this is where the action is.
Skyscrapers are pushing up in St.
George's Terrace and along the Swan;
new bridges, freeways, and highways
are changing the pattern of life.
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I would comment here that I appreciate
some people would prefer the old order,
but in a State which is advancing as
quickly as ours is, and with the population
buildup which we all know about, it is just
not Possible to maintain that slow quiet
pace. The article continues--

it is obvious that the achieve-
ments of Perth and its State are
real and splendid in scale-and worth
travelling across the continenit to see.

A little later on the article Says-
Perth is not talking, but BUIL~DING

freeways and highways, raising the
money on a pay-as-you-go basis.

Further on it is reported by Mr, Richards
that in an interview with the Premier, Mr.
Brand Said-

We do not want it to be just big.
We want it to be beautiful.

This is a comment which a lot of our
critics might well take note of.

It is not hard to imagine-for me, any-
how-how the finished project will look. I
can envisage that the plan submitted by
the engineers and their advisers will result
in this interchange becoming a beautiful
part of our city. There is no doubt a great
deal of traffic will be travelling through
its maze, but surely, when the whole area
is artistically landscaped, this will not be
so noticeable.

On many occasions, accompanied by my
parliamentary friends, I have taken a
walk through King's Park after dinner. In
that Park, if one so desires, one can enjoy
the vista over the city, because it is quite
a beautiful one, despite the fact it is
already an extremely busy scene, even at
night. If there is any beauty to be seen
in a city I am sure Perth can produce it,
and I am sure we will continue to have it
in the future.

I1 speak in this manner because I con-
sider that lately there has been a great
deal of unwarranted criticism of the Gov-
ernment's efforts in this direction. How-
ever, I can assure the Government it has
my support and that of the members of
my party.

Still Speaking of the Freeway inter-
change, the ]Barracks Archway, which was
an extremely controversial subject last
Year, comes to my mind. What is to be
the future of the archway when the inter-
change is completed? At that time we
will have an archway or gateway which
is similar in appearance to an inverted
matchbox right on the bank of the cutting
for the Freeway, and adjacent to an im-
portant bridge leading to Malcolm Street.
I can foresee a great deal of trouble in
the future, even though, to the greatest
degree possible, the archway is being
underpinned for its preservation. Despite
this, Its deterioration must be rapid.

I do not think future generations will
attach much, if any, importance to the
Barracks relic on its present site. It will

look completely out of place in my opinion.
and it would have been- much better had
it been dismantled and re-erected in
King's Park. I therefore appeal to those
who so ardently supported the retention
of the archway on its present site to make
a reassessment of their views and prove
they have thought to the future.

I am not thinking of the views of par-
liamentarians, but the views of members
of the general public throughout the State.
No doubt many people were carried away
when it was stated the archway should be
Pulled down; but I believe that after giving
the matter more mature consideration
most people will realise it would be much
better for a review to be made of the situa-
tion. I know the Premier has announced
he will provide most of the finance to re-
move the archway to King's Park, and
I think this would be an ideal solution
to the problem.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You would have
to contend with the objections raised by
members of the committee who support
the "Hands Off King's Park" campaign.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY: The Minister
for Local Government has suggested that
the "Hands Off King's Park" committee
would object to the removal of the arch-
way. Surely if they looked at this ques-
tion in its proper perspective they could
only come to the conclusion that the arch-
way should be dismantled and re-erected
in a suitable position in King's Park.

Sitting suspended from 6.6 to 7.30 p.m.
The Hon. C. R. ABB3EY: Before the tea

suspension I was making reference to town
planning and to the Barracks Archway.
There are a couple of points which I would
like to add in conection with the Barracks
Archway. AS a farmer I know-and I
guess other farmers in this House also have
knowledge of this-that large trees which
are left to stand singly on a farm, in the
hope that perhaps they will survive and
provide some beauty or shade, in-
variably get blown down if they are left
in an open situation. I think this could
possibly happen to the Barracks Archway.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Do not put any
ideas into our heads.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Waiting for the
August gales.

The Hon. C. R. ABBEY:- I am not put-
ting ideas into anybody's head, but it could
well be that at some time in the future
the Barracks Archway will become a danger
to the public, no matter how well it is
underpinned or buttressed.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Blown down or
blown up?

The Hon. C. a. ABBEY: There has also
been some attempt to do that. I think
there is a distinct possibility that it could
be dangerous; it is a possibility which
should not be discounted. Quite often on
my farm I have found strong trees which
have been left standing alone eventually
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blown down in a storm. As a rule they
have a very strong root system and one
wanders how they can possibly be blown
down.

For my part I believe that we will be
much better off in the city if we retain
some of the old buildings which are reason-
ably complete. I refer particularly to the
Cloisters for which, I understand from
an authoritative source, plans are in
hand to ensure its preservation for the
future. I think this is a very good thing
indeed. I -would, however, make my plea
again and say that it would be much
better to shift the Barracks Archway to
King's Park.

This evening I would like to touch on
the availability of veterinary surgeons in
Western Australia. I must say that I am
very concerned at the continuing reports
of shortages of veterinary officers and
scientists, more particularly as it concerns
Western Australia. As a farmer I have
felt some concern on this matter for a
long time; but it becomes obvious with
the expansion of stock numbers in this
State that we will in the future come to
depend more and more on our export
markets.

It is obvious, I think, that all coun-
tries of the world will demand a better
standard of meat; in my opinion they will
demand that certificates be issued by the
country of origin to the effect that the
stock from which the beef comes is free
from T.B. and brucellosis. We have made
very good progress in Western Australia
in eradicating T.B., but there are other
things which must be done before we are
able to compete with other countries.

Dairy products will, of course, also have
to meet the same requirements, because
the importing countries will question the
standard of health of the herds from
which the dairy products originate. I1
think this is quite understandable; indeed,
I feel our own population should demand
that the dairy products and the meat they
consume come from herds and flocks
which are certified as free from T.B. and
brucellosis or, for that matter, any other
communicable disease.

This is something we must tackle in the
future, and we must be realistic in the
way we face the problem. I am sure the
countries which advertise that the meat
they supply comes from herds which are
free front T.B. and brucellosis find this
has a tremendous impact on their
customers: and there is no doubt tbat we
will have to compete with such countries
in the future.

I think that in the past we have de-
pended too much on the isolation of Aus-
tralia as a means of preventing the intro-
duction of some of the exotic diseases that
are rife in other countries. I believe that
60 per cent. of the countries of the world
have such things as foot-and-mouth
disease, and other serious exotic diseases

which continually break out within the
confines of the countries concerned. Per-
haps the people of those countries have
had to live with this and have got used
to it; but It is disturbing to note that
where such a disease breaks out a consider-
able quantity of stock is affected, and this
could result in reducing the effective popu-
lation of stock by as much as 25 per cent.
from one outbreak.

Should this ever occur it will have
a very serious impact on the industries
concerned in Australia. We must be
wary that this sort of thing does not
eventuate. I woulc' like to pay a tribute
to our Commonwealth inspection services.
Up to date the Commonwealth has done a
remarkable job in keeping out some of
the more dangerous stock diseases, but
there is no doubt that, with the avail-
ability of fast transport and the continual
rise in the numbers of people coming to
Australia. there must be an increase in the
risk attached to the introduction of exotic
diseases.

In Western Australia we have a situation
w'hich, I believe, becomes more urgent
every week and every month that it con-
tinues. There was a report in The West
Auistraliu this morning that the Queens-
land University is to restrict the intake of
veterinary cadets from Western Australia
to two, or thereabouts. Formerly it has
been possible for our Department of Agri-
culture to send up to six cadets a year to
that university. From answers given to
questions asked in this House by Mr.
McNeill a few days ago it would seem that
the situation in Western Australia must
be regarded as serious. The answer given
to the honourable member was that the
Department of Agriculture in this State
has in its employ 23 effective veterinarians.

We all know that there are very few
private veterinary officers available
throughout Western Australia. The
scheme introduced by the Goverrnent
about three years ago has had some im-
pact, and in a few of the major centres of
Western Australia we have now estab-
lished a veterinary surgeon. It is gener-
ally found that his services are in great
demand; and I do not know of a case
where the people of the district-usually
the shire council in the district
guarantees the income of the veterinary
officer-have had to subsidise that income.
There may be a few cases, but I do not
know of any. This indicates that there
is a very great demand for this service.

It is obvious that through a lack of
veterinary service a number of farmers in
Western Australia have themselves ac-
quired a certain knowledge in treating
stock diseases. They make the best
attempt they can, and do a pretty good
job. But there comes a time when a
farmer might strike an obscure disease of
which he has no knowledge. He then
comes up against a blank wall in his
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attempt to diagnose it. This inevitably
leads to stock losses which can be avoided.
I believe that any stock owner should be
able to afford to pay a reasonable amount
a year for the provision of a veterinary
service in his district.

It would certainly save him money. The
fact that the fanning community must be
knowledgeable in these matters in some
cases leads them to believe that perhaps
they can do without a resident veterinary
officer. However, that is not the case,
because there would be few, if any, who
could recognise the symptoms of foot-and-
mouth disease or blue-tongue until it was
far too late to do anything about it on
their own property. In the meantime, the
virus would undoubtedly have spread to
many other properties and we would have
a very dangerous situation. it would be
too late then to prevent an outbreak.

It was reported last week in The
Countryman, a very good farming weekly
in Western Australia, that the officers of
the New Zealand Department of Agricul-
ture are undergoing an intense training
programme which will be implemented in
the event of an outbreak of disease. This
year, 160 departmental officers and prac-
tising veterinarians will be put through
this course in flew Zealand: and more ex-
tension work will be done among farmers
so they will recognise these exotic diseases
should they break out on their own proper-
ties, and so they will be made aware of
their responsibilities under the Stock
Diseases Act. That is the position in New
Zealand.

I think we could well apply the same
principle in this State. I will refer to a
report of a lecture headed, 'Toot-and-
Mouth Disease, the World Problem," by
Dr. J. B. Brooksby, of the Animal Virus
Research Institute in Britain. He said
last November in his address to a large
gathering-

The animal population over a big
portion of the land surface of the
globe is already affected-

He was referring to foot-and-mouth dis-
ease. Continuing-

-and because of the extraordinary
facility of spread by the virus, no area
can be considered safe from possible
introduction of the disease.

I refer to this statement because I feel
there Is a necessity for any country
particularly Western Australia with its vast
areas, to have an extensive veterinary
service with trained departmental officers
to recognise such an outbreak. It is also
necessary that our farming population be
made aware of what could happen and
have some ability to be able to recognise
these diseases.

I refer only to foot and mouth disease
to illustrate my point, although there are
many other diseases. In some of my re-
search I came across an early statistical
reference to 1835. which puts cattle num-

bers in Western Australia at 646 and sheep
at 5,138, a far cry from today's stock num-
bers which, at the 31st March, 1967. were
1,360,000 cattle, an increase of 7 per cent.
on the previous year, and 165,000 pigs, an
increase of 14 per cent. The figure for
sheep and lambs is 27,400,000, an increase
of 12.2 per cent. These figures are rather
interesting and show the terrific increases
that took place last year in Western Aus-
tralia.

For the purpose of comparison I sought
to find out what numbers of -stock were
existent in New Zealand. The figures ob-
tained were for 1965 and they show there
were 53,747,753 sheep; 6,801,333 cattle; and
716,008 pigs. These were the latest figures
I could obtain and I quote them so that
we can make some comparison with the
situation in Western Australia.

If these figures are analysed they indi-
cate that Western Australia has approxi-
mately half the number of the sheep that
are depastured in the whole of New Zea-
land, a little over 20 per cent, of the cattle,
and just under 25 per cent, of the pigs.

You will recall, Mr. President, I stated
that 160 departmental officers and practis-
ing field veterinarians in New Zealand are
undergoing training in the handling of a
possible outbreak of an exotic animal dis-
ease in that country. It is obvious that
here in Western Australia we could not
hope to do anything on that scale, but it
is no good drawing attention to these situa-
tions unles one can offer a constructive
suggestion. I hope the suggestion which
I make may help to improve the situation.
I believe the answer is to establish a lull
course at the Western Australian Uni-
versity to provide an increasing number of
graduates in veterinary science who have
been fully trained in Western Australia.

r realise this will be costly and it will be
difficult for our Government to find the
finance, but I earnestly Put forward th 'e
suggestion that some of the funds at pres-
ent held in trust under the Pig Industry
Compensation Fund, the Cattle Industry
Compensation Fund, and the Poultry In-
dustry Trust Fund be used initially for this
purpose. The amounts held in these funds,
as I ascertained last week by way of
questions to the Minister for Mines, are as
follows:-At the 20th June 1967, the Pig
Industry Compensation Fund stood at
$290,049: the Cattle Industry Compensa-
tion Fund stood at $506,861; and the
Poultry Industry Trust Flund stood at
$66,943, a grand total of $863,853.

It would be absolutely necessary to re-
tain sulfficient capital In these funds to
cover any emergency demand for payment
under the Acts I have mentioned, but it is
obvious that up to date the annual pay-
ments from the funds are not excessive,
as can be seen from the answers I received
to questions I asked on the 3rd August,
1967. These answers indicated that the
receipts under the Pig Industry Compen-
sation Act for the year 1965-66 were
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$28,185, and in 1966-67 the amount was
$28,921. The number of pigs slaughtered
was 742 in 1965-66. and the compensation
paid was $17,007. For 1966-67, the num-
ber of pigs slaughtered was 947 and the
compensation paid was $28,380. This left
$290,049 in the fund.

A similar situation exists under the Cattle
Industry Compensation Act. It will be
noted that amounts in the Dairy Cattle
Industry (Butter Fat) Compensation
Fund, the Beef Cattle Industry Compensa-
tion Fund, and the Dairy Cattle Compen-
sation Fund totalled $439,420. Receipts
from the 14th February to the 30th June,
1966 were $58,014; and in 1966-67 from the
14thi February to the 30th June, they
were $132,756. The number of cattle
slaughtered was 51 and the compensation
Paid was $15,800. In 1966-67 the number
of cattle slaughtered was 205 and the
compensation paid was $30,277 for a full
year.

I make the point here that beef cattle
have only recently been drawn into the in-
spection scheme and it is very likely that in
the dairying areas where beef cattle were
not tested during the period of the Dairy
Cattle Industry Compensation Act, some
diseased cattle have been detected in the
herds and are being slaughtered. I under-
stand that outside the dairy industry area,
the incidence of T.B. is not very high, and
It is obvious that reactors will become
fewer and fewer.

We have a situation where this fund, at
the present time, stands at $506,861. I
would not advocate that the Present con-
tributions be reduced because there are
ways we can use this money.

A further question relating to the Poultry
Industry Trust Fund showed that the
amount held in that fund at the 30th
June, 1967, was $66,943172, and the total
amount held under all these compensation
funds, as I indicated before, was $ 863,853.

1 feel it would be wise to consider using
portion of this quite large sum to set up
a veterinary school at our University. It
would be reasonable to expect that the
industry, through the funds to which I
have referred would provide about 50 per
cent. of the necessary capital to set up the
initial school. I also think it would be
equally reasonable to expect the Govern-
ment to find the other 50 per cent. for the
establishment of the school which I en-
visage at the Western Australian Univer-
sity.

I think, too, the Government could
underwrite these funds to make sure there
was not a deficiency, should the money
f rom them be required. It would be quite
reasonable to expect this to be done, as is
done with other funds such as the ban-
ana industry compensation fund. The
Government is prepared to underwrite
that particular fund in the case of an
emergency. With such a large sum
'available from the three compensation

funds, it would be unlikely that the situ-
ation would arise where that would be re-
quired.

In effect, the guarantee that I see
necessary would be to underwrite the
solvency of the fund, and possibly that is
provided for in the Act anyhow. I have
not had an opportunity to examine It. I
feel this matter is an urgent one and if
such a scheme were put into operation it
surely would receive support from the
farming and pastoral organisations, and
the farming community generally. I sin-
cerely hope so becc~use it would appear
to me in the kresent situation-in
our rapidly expanding State-it is difficult
to find the necessary funds to provide all
these services.

This is one way in which our farming
industry could contribute funds to make
sure that we have this very necessary
veterinary service available. I ask the
Minister to have this matter examined,
and in his usual contribution to the
Address-in-Reply, perhaps he could give us
some indication of the possibilities of the
scheme which I propose. I support the
Address-in-Reply.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East Met-
ropolitan) [8.4 pm.]: At the outset, I
would commend Mr. Willinott for his very
able presentation of the motion. Also, I
express my personal sympathy to the
widow and children of the late George
Cornell. It is pleasing, of course, to know
that The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery wil be
back with us next week: and I would ex-
press my sympathy at the continuing ill-
ness of The Hon. A. R. Jones.

Last year, during the Address-in-Reply
debate I referred to the Problem of smok-
ing among teenagers--particularly in our
high schools. At that time I had nothing
practical to offer as a solution. In order to
Put this topic in its proper perspective, I
would draw the attention of the House to
an article by Professor Macdonald, who is
head of the W.A. University Child Health
Department. I want to draw attention to
a couple of his statements so that we can
appreciate the problem. He said-

People who started smoking cigar-
ettes in adult life rarely become heavy
smokers, but those who started in
childhood or adolescence were more
likely to become chain smokers.

I was very interested, when looking
through The Advertiser, Adelaide, of the
18th July, 1967, to see a picture of a 14-
year-old with a cigarette in his mouth.
The caption to the picture drew my atten-
tion. The Seventh Day Adventist Church
in South Australia, which runs a comnmun-
ity health service, had built for $150 a
representation of a 14-year-old. This
model was capable of chain-smoking.
The particular health service provided a
lecturer to visit schools, and while he
was lecturing to the children on the effects
of smoking, Puffing-Billy-as they called
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hin-did his stuff. He was kept fed with
cigarettes which he puffed away until the
lecture was finished. Puffing-Hilly is
quite capable of smoking 80 cigarettes a
day.

At the end of the lecture, in order to
emphasise the point and give weight to
what the lecturer was talking about, a
fibreglass lung from Billy was examined.
The tar and nicotine which was on the
lung had a marvellous effect on the
children's attitude to smoking.

To my surprise, in The Mercury, Hobart,
only a week later I saw a picture of a
group of high school children around a
machine which they had constructed
themselves. It was on the same principle
as Puffing-Billy, and showed the effect of
smoking on the organs of the body. The
impression created on those young people
had a wonderful effect. The children
themselves said that the distaste they felt
when they saw the effect of smoking was
sufficient to put them off.

I think that is a practical way to tackle
this problem. I know about all the millions
of dollars spent on tobacco, and I know
the story about the People engaged in its
manufacture. I know of the millions of
dollars derived from excise duties, but I
feel that with a health problem of this
nature we have to make a start some-
where. I commend to the Minister for
Health that he bring this matter to the
attention of the Health Council so that it
will at least examine it. The council
should be in a position to appoint a lec-
turer to visit the schools and demonstrate
in order to see if the problem can be
minimised.

The second matter to which I wish to
refer -and this would be on the plate
of the Minister for Town Planning, I
should think -relates to the Provision of
a cemetery site south of the river. I
received a request from a funeral director
about six or seven weeks ago and I
contacted the Metropolitan Region Town
Planning Authority to see if provision had
been made for a cemetery site south of
the river. I recall that last session we
made provision for a new cemetery in the
northern sector of the metropolitan area.
However, there is no cemetery on the
south side of the river between Victoria
Park and Armadale. As a consequence,
people from that particular area who are
to be hurried have to be brought to IKarra-
katta-and in a few years' time Pinnaroo
will be used-and the extra costs which
are involved make it a burden on those
who live on the south side of the river.

The Town Planning Board, in a reply to
me about this particular matter, said pro-
vision had been made for a site in that
area as development took place, but unx-
fortunately the standard gauge railway,
and one of the new through-roads, bi-
sected it. Consequently, that particular
site was out. However, it was expected

that in the overall planning a site would
be made available. I pose the query that
Provision should be made on the south
side of the river.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Fremantle is on
that side of the river.

The H-on. J. DOLAN: I mean on the
south side of the Canning River also. It
is a long distance from Armadale to Fre-
mantle and I think Plenty of sites, are
available.

The third item I wish to mention relates
to a problem I have in part of my district.
I refer to air pollution and everything
associated with the operation of the quar-
ries at Gosnells. This is a real Problem
and the people who are affected were living
there before the quarries were established.
Let us get things in the right perspective:
The people were there before the quarries.
The people are putting up with the troubles
and I feel the time is ripe for the Govern-
ment to get cracking on this problem.
When one is a long way from a problem
it does not seem to be very real. I have
been to this area on days when the dust
problem is really something about which
the people have a right to complain. It Is
almost impossible for them to keep their
homes clean.

The quarries operate crushing plants
right through the night. I suppose some
people get used to it, the same as people
got used to it on the goldfields. Those
people would wake up when a plant stop-
ped. They could sleep while it was running
but as soon as it stopped the people would
wake up and they knew that something
had gone wrong. However, that does not
happen at Gosnells. With the Plants
working all night many people have med-
ical problems and quite a number of them
are taking sleeping pills so that they can
sleep.

Another problem is that of drainage
pollution. Metal dust has been getting
into the drains and blocking them, so much
so that the shire council has had to get the
company to supply men for cleaning pur-
poses. They have not done a very good
job. I have inspected the drains and in
many places the dust is 6 in. or 8 In. thick.
Some of the people, of course, have had
recourse to legal action but I do not think
it is the individual's responsibility. I be-
lieve the responsibility rests with the
authorities who Permit the quarries to open
up and continue to operate.

Recently the Gosnells Shire Council,
at its meeting, adopted quite a realistic
attitude and decided to refuse an applica-
tion by Swan Quarries for a license to
operate at Gosnells.

The I-on. L. A. Logan: That was for a
renewal.

The I-on. J. DOLAN: That is right. It
-caused quite a stir, and it even had reper-
cussions on the stock exchange. This
company had notes falling due and when
the stock exchange discovered that its
license was not to be renewed, and that it
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would not be able to operate, as one can
imagine there was trouble. However, the
matter was reviewed, and, as a consequence,
the company has been granted a condition-
al license for a period of 12 months.
Certain conditions have been laid down
with which the company must conform.
It must build a retaining wall around the
dumps so that there Is no possibility of
metal dust, or metal of any kind, being
washed into the streams. By October the
company has to Install oil sprays so that
it can keep down the dust and it has given
a guarantee to the council's solicitors that
the most modern machinery, which Is al-
ready on order, will be installed as soon as
it is available.

I think the people in the vicinity of these
quarries have good reason to complain.
They have put up with the nuisance for
some time now and many people have had
to leave. However, those people have found
difficulty in selling their properties because
few people will live there.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: The quar-
ries themselves have bought some of the
properties close by.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is so, but
most people do not want to live in a place
like that. Even the quarry employees are
not too keen on going there to live. The
position is, of course, that whereas formerly
it was a progressive little district, now by
virtue of the fact that families will not
live there, the number of children, for In-
stance, who are attending the school has
declined; and so the school has lost a
teacher. I mention that fact to illustrate
the problem that exists. These factors
are having an effect on the properties
around that district-

There is a property belonging to a firm
of providors in F'remantle and a vineyard
where people used to grow grapes for wine
making. The last season was the first
since the vineyard has been in operation
that the owners have not been able to
pick grapes for making into wine. Prob-
ably this was due to the fact that there
was so much dust that had the grapes
been washed they would have contained
so much water that wine-making would
have been a waste of time.

I draw this matter to the attention of
the appropriate Ministers because I be-
lieve that now we have an Air Pollution
Control Council operating it should watch
very closely the activities of companies
such as the one I1 have mentioned. In the
metropolitan area we do not want to deve-
lop a condition which exists in other parts
of Australia, and which is so much a prob-
lem in many parts of the world.

The H-on. G. C. MacKinnon: Quarries
are a great problem but I have had Dr.
Letham, the industrial health officer from
the department, out there.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Yes, I know. I
have kept myself well acquainted with the
problem.

The next matter to which I would draw
attention concerns a new district, Lyn-
wood. Only today I received complaints
which indicate that in a new section in
Brentwood, the Bateman Estate, people
are facing the same problem which exists
in Lynwood-a sewage problem. I can-
not imagine, in any community, a prob-
lem worse than that of sewage. Certain
remedies have been suggested but so far
these have not been effective. It is not
very nice when, at regular intervals,
operators have to drain out the septic sys-
temns completely.

Complaints have been made, of course,
and doubtless they will continue unless
something is done. At present negotia-
tions are being held up but no doubt all
concerned with the whole operation will
have to play their part to ensure that
the problem is overcome. This is not
something that can be handled, or should
be handled by the developing company
only. I would say it must take its share
of the responsibility, but the Government,
too, has a responsibility, as has the
local shire and it will only be by the united
and concerted efforts of those three bodies
that the problem will be solved.

I now wish to refer to a personal prob-
lem associated with a man who is on an
invalid pension. He is a young man who,
.in the full vigour of his youth, lost a
leg and, as a consequence, was unable to
work. This man is married and has
four children. Eventually he felt he was
getting into a frame of mind where it
was not good for him to be at home and
he decided he would try to get a Job.
He obtained a position as a lift man. It
was not a full-time job and be was paid
$14 a week.

However, as soon as he took this posi-
tion he started to run into trouble, and
I will enumerate some of the problems he
had to face. I1 verified the amounts in
question with the various departments
concerned so the figures I intend to quote
are absolutely reliable. By virtue of his
position, of course, this man was in re-
ceipt of a rebate in rent from the State
Housing Commission. As soon as he took
a job, however, his rent was Increased by
$3.75 a week. Then be lost the Child
Welfare Department payments in respect
of his children-another $3.75 a week.
When he was given the job his boss sug-
gested he should get himself some good
clothes, which he did. However, when a
man is on an invalid pension, and be has
four children, it is not possible to p3ay
cash for things like clothes; consequently
he had to buy his clothes on hire pur-
chase, and that represented an outlay of
$1.20 per week.

He had to walk about a quarter of a
mile, on his one good leg, and his wooden
leg, to get to the bus stop, and then very
often had to stand in the bus and then
walk from the bus to his place of employ-
ment. His travel on the bus cost him an-
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other $1 a week and then his lunches were
approximately 30c each day. In all, his
expenses amounted to $10 a week and, as
he was getting $14 a week at his job, it
meant he had disrupted his life for $4
a week.

I approached the various departments
concerned and I must admit they were all
very sympathetic. Unfortunately, of course,
departments arc governed by Acts. The
State Housing Commission officers were
very reasonable, but they could do nothing:
and I can appreciate that. The Child
Welfare Department was prepared to help.
Evidently the provisions governing that
department are a lot more elastic and I
found the officers most sympathetic and
helpful, and for that I award them full
marks.

This man's children used to get free
dental treatment but, because he accepted
a job, that assistance went, too. Here is
a man trying to rehabilitate himself-
trying to get out of a groove and live a
normal life and help his wife and children
-but he found every obstruction possible
placed in his way.

The Hon. G. C. McKinnon: He should
not have lost the free dental treatment for
his children. They would still be able to
get treatment at the dental hospital.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: In that regard I
can only say that in a letter I received
from the general secretary of the Civilian
Maimed and Limbless Association (Mrs.
Hitcher) it was stated that his free dental
treatment would also cease. Whether that
is so or not, I do not know. However, all
he had left after losing all the other benefits
he had been receiving, was $4. Somehow
-we should try to do something for a man
like that and I believe perhaps the time
is appropriate for us to review the State
Housing Commission rebate system. I
understand that since this system was
applied the cost of living has trebled.

I am pleased to see that after much
agitation, and many questions and letters
on the subject, the Minister responsible
has decided that on all highways in the
metropolitan area sodium lighting will
be installed. These lights on the
crosswalks over Stirling Highway have
been a great boon and I feel more confi-
dent, when I am driving along that high-
way, that I am not so likely to hit a
pedestrian on a dark and rainy night when
visibility is bad. However, the crosswalks
on the Canning Highway, in two or three
places, have caused me to gasp on more
than one occasion, especially -where a
crosswalk happens to be at the top of a
rise or a hill, because it is so difficult to
see people crossing the road on a rainy
night, particularly if they are wearing
dark clothing-

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Somne of them
there are not good.

The 'Hon. J. DOLAN: many motorists
who travel regularly along that highway

know when a crosswalk is near at hand
and they take the necessary precautions
but.-

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: The crosswalk
at the top of the hill near the Hurlingham
Hotel, if I remember correctly, has amber
lights.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is so. I was
not referring to that crosswalk but to the
one at the junction of Canning High-
way and Preston Point Road, in East
Fremantle, where there have teen
two fatalities and a large number
of serious accidents, including one in-
volving the local parish priest. He
was walking across the road and was
hit by a motorcar. Both his legs were
broken and, although he has been in hos-
pital for about eight or nine months, I
understand his condition is such that he
may never leave there. The installation
of the lights to which I have referred will
obviate a good deal of the trouble and I
commend the Minister for at least making
a move to install them progressively on
all crosswalks in the metropolitan area.

I realise they are expensive and conse-
quently it will take some time to complete
the job. I understand the lights have to
be brought from Holland but so long as
We know they are on the way that Is the
main thing.

I now wish to refer to a problem of a
different kind and with which we are not
as yet confronted. In fact, in most parts
of Australia this problem, until recently,
was not thought of but in Adelaide the
people in certain districts are now en-
couintering it. In the northern part of
Adelaide, in the direction of Elizabeth,
members will have seen the market gar-
dens which are established there. They
can be seen as one travels from Adelaide
to Port Pinie and these gardens produce
nearly all the vegetables for the metro-
politan markets of Adelaide. As a matter
of fact, I took out a few figures which
indicate that these gardens produce 14,000
tons of potatoes, 7,600 tans of onions, and
thousands of tons of celery, cabbages,
cauliflowers, and tomatoes from over 8,000
glass houses each year. However, at the
moment the growers are facing a water
problem.

These gardens use between 5,000,000,000
and 8,000,000,000 gallons of water each
year and this water comes from the
underground supply. However, this sup-
ply is being gradually depleted and now
the growers are faced with the problem
that it might cut out altogether. This is
the remedy the authorities in South Aus-
tralia are applying. At their new Bolivar
sewage plant they are converting the sew-
age and the water-and, of course, with
sewage this amounts to about 99.9 per
cent.-to plain water which will mean the
authorities will have 4,000.000,000 gallons
of water available annually from that one
source alone.
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This idea is not new in South Australia
because for years the Glenelg City Council
has been using millions and millions of
gallons of water a day from the GleneIg
sewage plant to water its parklands, pub-
lic golf courses, ovals, and so on.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Some of our
shires here are doing that.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: That is so. They
have made a start in that direction. This
continent of ours is not well endowed with
water supplies but in South Australia the
authorities are facing up to the position
because they consider that in the foresee-
able future they will exhaust all the pre-
sent known sources of water, and if they
do not do what is called laundering their
water they will be in trouble. This water,
when treated, is purer than the water
which people generally drink. The water
we drink, of course, has so many chemnicals
such as chlorine in it that I wonder just
how pure it is.

In the town of Santee in California in
particular can be seen an example of what
can be done in this regard. Over there a
big' carnival is conducted every year on
six artificial lakes which have been created
with this type of water. Ten thousand or
more people participate in boating and
fishing during that carnival. The people
have been educated to accept this water
as being in its purest form. Some time in
the future Western Australia will have to
adopt the same method-perhaps not in
the near future, but in the long-term plan-
ning. This State will eventually exhaust
all available water supplies in the southern
portion.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Water is the
most important mineral of all.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I could not agree
more with this statement the Minister has
made. The next subject I wish to touch
on concerns the representations I made
a long while ago, on the establishment of
a railway stopping place for the children
who attend the Cannington High School.
The school is built alongside the railway
line, but the children arc faced with a
mile walk in either direction to get to the
nearest station. Many of these children
ride bicycles to the stations to catch trains
for school, but when they alight they face
a walk of a mile and this is most uncom-
fortable during rainy weather and in the
hot summer. They have to trudge along
with a bag full of books, and I am sure
none of us would like to do the same. I
made representations to the Minister to
establish a stopping place near the school.
I realise be has other commitments and
the reply he gave mue was quite satisfac-
tory. The cost of establishing the stopping
place was said to be $6,000. We now talk
in terms of millions, and $6,000 represents
only chicken feed. The expenditure of
this sum would enable many hundreds of
school children to get to school comfort-
ably.

The proposed stopping place would have
to cater for only one train in the morning
and one in the afternoon, each way. This
is a privilege enjoyed by the children fur-
ther along on the line who attend Arma-
dale High School. A railway siding was
built, and the train continues from Ar-
madale station to the high school and
drops the children there. In the after-
noons the train picks them up again. If
it is good enough to install a stopping
place for one school it should be good
enough to install a similar one for another,
I shall continue to remind the Minister
from time to time about the need for one
near the Cannington High School, and I
hope that eventually one will be estab-
lished.

Such a stopping place will be a boon to
the children. Its establishment will be a
sign of development. This high school is
in a district where the population is in-
creasing and where building activities will
continue to grow.

I intended to bring up a hardy annual
concerning tractor safety, but I shall not
do so this evening because it is a big
subject. Instead, I shall refer to a matter
which will interest the Minister for
Fisheries: it is the catching of prawns.

I wish to give credit where it rightly
belongs; the man responsible for the es-
tablishment of the prawning industry in
Western Australia has been dead for many
years. I turn back to the days of Professor
Dakin who was appointed to the old Irwin
Street University. Many of us remember
his other great colleagues-Professor Ross,
Professor Murdoch, Professor Tattersall,
andi others. I do not suppose any other
university in Australia had a group of
more dedicated tutors in science, arts,
and other branches of learning. Professor
Dakin eventually went to the Sydney Uni-
versity where he became the professor of
soology.

He had always been interested In prawn-
ing, and the story about his activities is
most entrancing. He would spend his
holidays on Tuggerali Lakes where a large
number of professional fishermen were en-
gaged in prawning, in the same way they
are in Fremantle and Mandurah at the
present time. He had a theory that the
prawns going down the estuaries and out to
the sea were not born in the rivers or
estuaries. It took aL lot to convince people
that this was so. Nowadays it has become
a scientific and a recognised fact. The
prawns now caught at Mandurab or Fr'e-
mantle were not spawned in the rivers;
they were spawned In the ocean.

Professor Dakin examined thousands of
the big prawns which he caught when
they were on their way out to sea. Each
one was given a very careful microscopic
examination, and he found not one to be
matured. They were going out to sea
where they would grow, and eventually
they would be responsible through mating
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for further spawning, and the young
prawns would travel back to the estuaries.

He persuaded some fishermen to take
special nets out to sea, so that when
they were becalmed in their sailing boats
they could throw the nets over the side
to see if they could catch any prawns,
Eventually the fishermen did catch some
prawns in the region of Tweed Head. That
was the first occasion this was done along
our Australian coast. Subseqently the
same thing was done in the Gulf of Car-
pentaria and in other parts of the world.

Almost simultaneously his theory was
proved off the American coast-off Florida
and Louisiana. Where formerly prawning
was an industry worth thousands of dollars
a year, it became an industry worth
millions of dollars a year.

In Western Australia prawns are being
caught at Shark Bay. at Exmouth, and
further up the coast. We are finding them
in the Gulf of Carpentaria, where another
nation is also catching them.t They are
also being caught all along the eastern
coast of Australia.

I predict that we have not as yet found
the best prawning fields. Out from the
rivers in the north, such as the Ord and
Fitzroy, will be found prawns which go out
to the sea or to the mangrove swamps
where they grow. Further research along
our coastline will reveal the Presence of
prawns other than at Mandurah and
Fremantle. Prawing will become an even
more profitable source of income to, Wes-
tern Australia.

I would like to commend the Govern-
ment. for its action in cancelling the
agreement with A.NI. Pty Ltd. of Wun-
dowie. If rumour has it correct, the Gov-
ernment will proceed with the construc-
tion of a blast furnace. A few weeks ago
I was at Wundowie to attend the 10th
anniversary of the Wundowie Club. I
found a great spirit of optimism, and a
spirit much higher than that which has
existed in the last 12 months. I am
delighted to find the new spirit, and I
hope this industry will go on to further
success. its success will repay the con-
fidence which the Government has placed
in it.

Before resuming my seat I want to say
how delighted I am to see you, Mr. Presi-
dent, presiding over our destinies and tell-
ing members that they should use the
term "dollars" instead of "pounds." I
must pay a tribute to the officers of this
House who are always very courteous and
helpful. I think the State is very for-
tunate to have officers of a high calibre
to administer the various departments.
Very often we criticise the Government,
but we do not criticise the departmental
officers who administer the departments.
I hope to have the opportunity during an
Address-in-Reply debate in the future to
make further comments in this regard.

I1 offer the comments I have made to
the Ministers for their consideration, and
if they find merit in them r request that
they be acted upon.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West)
[8.41 p.m.]: I have very much pleasure in
supporting the motion which was so ably
moved by my colleague, Mr. Willmott. I
have come to value his knowledge, because
I realise he has lived in the south-west
portion of the State for quite a number
of years. Mr. Willmott made some
remarks about the timber industry of Wes-
tern Australia, and I would suggest that
those remarks could well be taken up by
people who are interested in the welfare
of the timber industry.

On this occasion I take the opportunity
to speak on one main topic; that is, the
potato industry of the State. It will be
recalled that last year legislation was
passed to tighten up the provisions of the
Potato Marketing Act. The amendments
were designed to bring about the more
orderly marketing of potatoes, particu-
larly in relation to curbing the black mar-
ket growing of potatoes and the black
market sales.

It has taken a little time to see the
effect of this legislation, but after several
months we are able to have some indica-
tion as to how effective it is now and is
likely to be in the future.

I have taken the trouble to gather as
much information as I can on some facets
of the industry. In regard 'to the black
market operations the information I have
indicates it is aL diminishing market.
During the inital 18 weeks of the No. 3
pool which opened on the 19th March,
1967, local consumption was increased by
1.116 tons, or an average of 62 tons per
w;eek, as compared with the identical
period In the previous year. We can safely
suggest that of the increase of 62 tons per
week In local consumption, a generous
estimate is that the natural increase-the
increase brought about through migration
-accounted for probably 10 tons. A
simple calculation gives us a balance of
about 52 tons extra in the local consump-
tion of potatoes sold throught the market-
ing board.

I would suggest this indicates that the
supply of black market potatoes has gradu-
ally diminished and because of this the
public at large is enjoying a much better
product. it Is common knowledge that
potatoes marketed on the black are gener-
ally of an inferior quality. So we have an
increased volume passing from the board
to the retailers and these potatoes are
certainly of a higher standard throughout;
and because of this the public of Western
Australia is benefiting.

The benefit of this increased outlet, of
Course, gets passed down the line to the
people who, in my opinion, are probably
the most Important-those who are en-
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gaged in the production of potatoes. I
mention this because I feel that if we
desire an industry effectively controlled
for the benefit of the community in
general, we must have certain regulations
and Provisions; and I believe the amend-
ments which this Parliament saw fit to
pass in 1966 are going a long way towards
assisting this particular facet of the
potato industry.

Very recently growers of onions In this
State decided, through a referendum, to
terminate the operations of the Western
Australian Onion Marketing Board.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Somne of them
will be sorry, too.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: Only time will
tell whether, in fact, this is a good or bad
thing. I think we will know in a matter
of months how good or bad It is. I venture
to say in respect of the Western Australian
Potato Marketing Board that it is a very
different board indeed from the onion
board. I say different because the very
nature of its operations and the volume it
puts through really cannot be compared
with the operations of the onion board.

I believe generally that the potato board
Is, if I might use the term, on firmer ground
in regard to the growing of potatoes than
Is the onion board in the rowing of
onions; and for this reason I believe the
potato board will endure.

The potato growers generally appreciate
the efforts of the Western Australian
Potato Marketing Board and I feel that I
speak for the consumers generally, too.
They appreciate the product which comes
to them through their corner store and
supermarket. Admittedly we cannot please
everyone and at times perhaps a slightly
inferior product appears on the market;
but this varies from crop to crop and season
to season. Nevertheless, generally the
board is serving a very good function
indeed.

When we speak of home consumption
potatoes, we are used to buying mainly two
varieties--the Delaware and the Sebago.
It appears that through practice and ex-
perience these two varieties have served
our Australian market best up to this time.
Many other varieties have been tried in
experimental plots and there are some good
ones coming up. Some promising varieties
are being developed but at the moment
these two varieties are the backbone of
our supply.

it Is found that the Delaware particu-
larly has a very good keeping quality and
for this reason we have found an outlet on
many occasions overseas for our surplus
Delawares. Many tons of this variety are
sold to such overseas places as Singapore
and to the oil companies in the Persian
Gulf. The agents in those regions par-
ticularly commend the quality of the Dela-
ware variety. There is a breakdown Clause
which the contractors in Singapore are re-
quired to meet in connection with the
British Armed Forces In Singapore. The

breakdown clause is for a period of three
weeks during which time the Delaware
potato must stand up) to the tropical con-
ditions.

This does not affect the 'Western Aus-
tralian board but it does affect the kin-
porters or contractors in Singapore; and
the product meets the requirements In
this way. Likewise it meets the require-
ments in the Persian Gulf.

I make the point that this product is
being consumed by people of European
origin. They like the type of potato which
we enjoy in Western Australia; and it is
very good that we should have this outlet
to get rid of our surplus potatoes. We do
send some to the Eastern States when we
have the quantity and when the Price is
worth while.

However, I particularly refer to overseas
markets and this brings me to the point
that we have, very close to Western Aus-
tralia, a ready-made market for the type
of produce which the Asian people them-
selves may wish to have. The potato
which the Asian people seek and enjoy is
what is known as a yellow flesh potato;
and we in Western Australia have,
through experimental growing, carried out
trials on three particular types with signal
success. These types are known as Greta.
Flava, and a Dutch variety called Bintie.
It is interesting to note that the Dutch
potato growers who grow this Bintie
variety have for many years supplied the
Singapore market. The Netherlands. for
the 12 months ended December, 1964, ex-
ported to Singapore and the States of
Malaysia 273,300 cwt. of potatoes at a value
of $A973,373-nearly $1,OU0,OOO.

Although we have in the past supplied
in the main Delaware varieties to people
of British origin in these places, surely
here is a market of which we as Western
Australians can take advantage. I take
the view that if they want a product, we
should let them have it if we can pos-
sibly do so economically and it is of the
right quality and quantity. I believe that if
they use chopsticks with which to eat, we
should not expect them to buy knives and
forks. Similarly, if they do not prefer
the Delaware, let us provide a variety they
do enjoy.

Therefore I suggest that we would be
well advised to produce a sufficent quan-
tity of the yellow flesh variety of potato
to meet this overseas market. To empha-
sise my point in regard to the ready mar-
ket there appears to be, particularly in
Singapore and the States of Malaysia, I
would advise members that in 1964 Singa-
pore and the States of Malaysia imported
Potatoes from the Netherlands, Japan.
China, Australia, Egypt, Formosa. Cyprus,
France and Monaco, South Africa, Poland,
Belgium and Luxemburg, Hong Kong.
Denmark, New Zealand, India, the Fed-
erated Republic of Germany, and Sum-
atra.
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The Hon. G. E. D. Brand: There must
be a lot of f ish and chips sold there.

The Hon. V. J, FERRY: I have taken
the trouble to check prices for these pro-
ducts in Malaya and it appears to me that
we can compete very favourably with any
of these countries. Particularly in regard
to the Netherlands, it must be remem-
bered they have to ship their requirements
through the Suez Canal in normal times.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: They have to
go around now.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: At the present
time, as Mr. Watson has just interjected,
the consignments are being re-routed
around South Africa which adds consider-
ably to the cost. Surely if we are in a
position to do so, this is the golden oppor-
tunity to take advantage of the situation.

My research shows me that we can ex-
pect a price-and I would regard this as
probably a minimum price-of $66.80 per
ton f.o.b. Fremantle; but I have also dis-
covered that there are private produce
merchants in this State who have agen-
cies in these other countries. At present
they can get $120 per ton and when we
deduct from this the $22 c~if. price we
can bring that back to something just
under $100 at Fremantle.

That sounds to me to be good business
and on the face of it it seems very simple.
However, it is not really as simple as that
because there are, as can be imagined,
many features which require further re-
search. However, I think this is a mar-
ket of which we must take advantage and
therefore the necessary research must be
undertaken.

There are added costs involved, I
understand, in planting the yellow flesh
potato. It is a smaller potato than the
Delaware or Sebago. and accordingly more
seed is required per acre to plant a crop.
Similarly again, because of the size of the
yellow flesh potato, an increased cost is
involved in harvesting or digging a crop
as against the other varieties.

The H-on. F. J. S. Wise: What are the
comparable yields?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I understand
it is very similar. If anything, the
yellow flesh variety would be slightly
lower than the Delaware. The main dif-
ference is that the yellow flesh variety has
a smaller tuber and consequently a little
more handling 'is involved.

Our Department of Agriculture has, for
a number of years, carried out consider-
able research in this field with, as I men-
tioned earlier, good results, particularly
with the varieties known as Greta and
Flays. The Dutch variety has not come
up to the standard of the other two, and
some problems are associated with it,
such as leaf roll virus. Nevertheless,
much to its credit, the department
here has perservered, from a very
slender start, with the variety from the

Netherlands and now has sufficient seed
on hand to make worth-while production
possible. This brings me to the point that
the board, under the Act, has control of
the potato production in this State and
this is a good thing. However it is only
a good thing while the board continues to
seize the initiative and take every advant-
age of the present situation.

I would suggest-and, in fact, urge-
that the Potato Marketing Board grasp
the nettle at its heel and use all means
possible to bring the advantage of this
ready-made market, which is so very close
to our shores, to the growers of this State
so that they can expand their industry
still further.

In my view, the Potato Marketing Board,
as a board, serves its function in an admin-
istrative situation. I do not think mem-
bers of the board, as individuals, should
be expected entirely to carry out technical
research, such as the growing of potatoes,
the marketing of potatoes, and the search-
ing for new outlets overseas. I realise that
members of the board, and the officers,
have from time to time gone overseas, Con-
tacted agents in other countries and estab-
lished outlets in this way to take advantage
of the surplus of potatoes which we have
periodically. This is to their credit. It
is good, it is right, and it should be done.
However, is it enough? I consider that
this problem of which I speak is one which
deserves the fullest attention and, if
necessary, qualified officers should be
employed either by the board itself or
through the co-operation and assistance
of the Department of Agriculture and/or
the Department of industrial Development
so that advantage can be taken of this
desirable situation.

I give credit at this point to the officers
of the Department of Agriculture who have
for many years, as I said a little earlier,
crried out considerable research In this

matter. I understand that at this point
of time they have a quantity of seed on
hand which is sufficient to allow wide-
scale production of the yellow flesh vari-
eties of potato.

The Hon. N. MeNeill: Is it grown from
seed?

The Hon. V. J. PERRY:. Yes, It is grown
from seed potatoes. If we in Western Aus-
tralia cannot take advantage of the avail-
able seed potatoes of which we have a sur-
plus, then this surplus will probably be
sent to the Eastern States. I believe there
is a ready outlet for this particular seed
in some parts of the Eastern States. Why
should the Eastern States take advantage
of the technical knowledge and know-how
of officers from this State? We should
be using their findings to our own advan-
tage.

I consider that the board would be well
advised to attack this problem with great
vigour. If it is felt by the board that,
perhaps, the problems may be a little out
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of its scope of activities, it should be big"
enough to say, "We will recommend that
certain growers who are prepared to grow
this type of yellow flesh potato for over-
seas markets only should be allowed to do
so. We will be prepared to let them grow
it under special licenses and to market the
potatoes through their own outlets and
through agents overseas."

I believe there are people in this State
today who are willing to do this. They
are willing to grow yellow flesh potatoes
for an overseas market of which they
have been assured. However, I would
prefer that this type of production be
undertaken by growers who normally grow
potatoes for the Western Australian board.
I consider it can be done. We have some
very efficient people who are growing
potatoes in this State. Here again, it
should not be a question of economics.
If it is felt by our existing growers
because, perhaps, of disabilities in
some areas in regard to transport costs,
that they cannot economically grow
this yellow flesh potato for overseas
markets, then I say we have no excuse for
not letting others who wish to take this
chance to do so. They should be allowed
to grow potatoes and to market them
themselves on the understanding and
undertaking with the board that they will
only sell them outside of Australia to this
special Asian market, or anywhere overseas
where this type of potato is popular. I
consider we would be doing an injustice to
ourselves, as Western Australians, if we
did not accept this challenge and view it
in this light.

Turning tW the question of seed potatoes
briefly once again, I would like to commend
the board for the fact that it has very
recently exported something like 500 tons
in, I think, three consignments of Delaware
seed potatoes to Mauritius, and this was
against very keen competition indeed. I
believe this competition is such that the
price for seed supplied to Mauritius from
other countries is lower than the price
which they are paying for our Delaware
seed. This is to the credit of the board
and I commend it for its work. However,
here again I commend the board, but
mention the thought that this is not
enough. We have a greater market await-
ing us in Asian countries for this type of
product.

on the question of processed potatoes,
we realise that this is a problem of ec-
nomics again, because we have only a very
limited home consumption. However we
in western Australia today are eating pro-
cessed potatoes which in sme cases come
from the United States of America. I
would suggest that although the problem
may be insurmountable at the present
time, the question of processing potatoes,
such as French fries and tihe like, should
niot be overlooked but kept constantly be-
fore us.

I do not wish to speak very much longer
or this subject but I would like to
emphasise my remarks very quickly in this
way: I mentioned earlier some of the
countries which supply yellow flesh pota-
toes to Singapore and the States of Ma-
laysia. If we could take the place of the
Netherlands in supplying these countries,
this would give to Western Australia an
income from this product of something
like $AI,000,O00. This is something which
we do not have at the present time. With
our geographical situation and with our
increasingly good relations with our north-
ern neighbours, I consider this is not
beyond the bounds of possibility.

Coupled wvith those remarks, I could
mention Indonesi a. This is a market
which I have not mentioned before. I am
not sure at the present time whether
Indonesia is economically able to take our
products in this way. However, I venture
to say that the time is not far distant
when its economy will improve to such
an extent that it may be looking for
this type of product from us. Therefore
I say the field is virtually unlimited.

I suggest very earnestly that firstly the
Western Australian Potato Marketing
Board, secondly the Department of Agri-
culture, and thirdly the Department of
Industrial Development should endeavour
to get together on this problem and tackle
it, because if ever there is a magnificent.
chance for people in this State who wish
to grow potatoes for this market, this is

t.I support the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by The.

Hon. N. McNeill.
House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.

IijrgilattnrAinut
Wednesday, the 9th August. 1957

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (29):- ON NOTICE
RAPID TRANSIT TERMINAL

Establishm ent at Midland
1. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for

Railways:
Taking into account the reported
agreement between the Common-
wealth and State Governments as to
the positioning of the east-west
passenger terminal-
(1) Will the plans and specifications

already drawn up for the rapid
transmit terminal based on Mid-
land Junction in order to serve
the hills area be put into use?

(2) If "es," when is it contemplated
the work will commence and
when is it anticipated the.
scheme will begin operating?
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